
Heresy 101 & Rabbinic Responses 
THE DOCUMENTARY HYPOTHESIS VS. THE GOD-GIVEN TORAH 

PART III :  UNTRADITIONAL PERSPECTIVES FROM WITHIN TRADITION 

ON THE TORAH’S COMPOSITION 
 
 

I .  WHEN DID MOSHE WRITE THE TORAH? 

 ׳א דומע ׳ס ףד ןיטיג תכסמ ילבב דומלת .א
 הלָּיגִמְ – הרָוֹתּ :האָנָבְּ יבִּרַ םוּשּׁמִ ןנָחָוֹי יבִּרַ רמַאָ
 שׁיקִלָ ןבֶּ ןוֹעמְשִׁ יבִּרַ ... :רמַאֱנֶּשֶׁ ,הנָתְּינִ הלָּיגִמְ
 ... :רמַאֱנֶּשֶׁ ,הנָתְּינִ המָוּתחֲ – הרָוֹתּ :רמֵוֹא

 1. Giṭṭin 60a 

R. Yoḥanan said in the name of R. Banah: the Torah was given part 
by part – as it is written … . R. Shimon b. Lakish said: the Torah 
was given complete – as it is written … . 

 .םש י״שר .1ב
	השמל	השרפ	הרמאנשכ – הנָתְּינִ הלָּיגִמְ הלָּיגִמְ
	,תוישרפה	לכ	ורמגנשכ	,הנש	׳מ	ףוסבלו	.הבתוכ	היה
 :ןרפתו	ןידיגב	ןרביח

 2. Rashi, Ibid. 

“Was given part by part” – When a unit was given over to Moshe, 
he would write it down. At the end of the forty years, when all the 
sections were complete, he sewed them together with sinews. 

 .םש י״שר .6ב
	רחאל	,׳מ	ףוס	דע	הבתכנ	אל – הנָתְּינִ המָוּתחֲ
	הנשב	ול	תורמאנהו	.ןלוכ	תוישרפה	לכ	ורמאנש
 :ןבתכש	דע	הפ	לע	ול	תורודס	ויה	הינשו	הנושאר

 2b. Rashi, Ibid. 

“Was given complete” – It was not committed to writing until the 
end of the forty [years in the wilderness], after all of the sections 
had been given over. And those that had been said to him in the 
first and second years were set forth orally until he set them in writ-
ing. 

 )חלשב תשרפ( ז״י קרפ תומש רפס .ג
ֹיּוַ )די(  רפֶסֵּ֔בַּ ן֙וֹרכָּזִ תאֹ֤ז בֹ֨תכְּ השֶֹׁ֗מ־לאֶ ׳ה רמֶא֨
 רכֶזֵ֣־תאֶ ה֙חֶמְאֶ החֹ֤מָ־יכִּֽ עַשֻׁ֑וֹהיְ ינֵ֣זְאׇבְּ םישִׂ֖וְ
 ׃םיִמָֽשָּׁהַ תחַתַּ֖מִ קלֵ֔מָעֲ

 3. Exodus 17 (Parashat Beshallaḥ) 

(14) Then the Lord said to Moses, “Inscribe this in a document 
as a reminder, and read it aloud to Joshua: I will utterly blot out 
the memory of Amalek from under heaven!” 

 )םיטפשמ תשרפ( ד״כ קרפ תומש רפס .ד
ֹבּבַּ םכֵּ֣שְׁיַּוַ ׳ה י֣רֵבְדִּ־לכׇּ תאֵ֚ השֶֹׁ֗מ בֹ֣תּכְיִּוַ )ד(  רקֶ֔
 הבָ֔צֵּמַ ה֙רֵשְׂעֶ םיתֵּ֤שְׁוּ רהָ֑הָ תחַתַּ֣ חַבֵּ֖זְמִ ןבֶיִּ֥וַ
 רפֶסֵ֣ ֙חקַּיִּוַ )ז( ... ׃לאֵֽרָשְׂיִ יטֵ֥בְשִׁ רשָׂ֖עָ םינֵ֥שְׁלִ
ֹיּוַ םעָ֑הָ ינֵ֣זְאׇבְּ ארָ֖קְיִּוַ תי֔רִבְּהַ  רבֶּ֥דִּ־רשֶׁאֲ לכֹּ֛ וּר֔מְא֣
 ׃עמָֽשְׁנִוְ השֶׂ֥עֲנַ ׳ה

 4. Exodus 24 (Parashat Mishpaṭim) 

(4) Moses then wrote down all the commands of the Lord. 
Early in the morning, he set up an altar at the foot of the mountain, 
with twelve pillars for the twelve tribes of Israel. … (7) Then he 
took the record of the covenant and read it aloud to the people. 
And they said, “All that the Lord has spoken we will faithfully 
do!” 



 )יעסמ תשרפ( ג״ל קרפ רבדמב רפס .ה
 ץרֶאֶ֥מֵ וּא֛צְיָ רשֶׁ֥אֲ לאֵ֗רָשְׂיִ־ינֵֽבְ יעֵ֣סְמַ הלֶּאֵ֜ )א(
ֹרהֲאַוְ השֶֹׁ֖מ־דיַבְּ םתָֹ֑אבְצִלְ םיִרַ֖צְמִ  בֹ֨תּכְיִּוַ )ב( ׃ןֽ
 הלֶּאֵ֥וְ ׳ה יפִּ֣־לעַ םהֶ֖יעֵסְמַלְ םהֶ֛יאֵצָוֹמ־תאֶ השֶֹׁ֜מ
 ׃םהֶֽיאֵצָוֹמלְ םהֶ֖יעֵסְמַ

 5. Numbers 33 (Parashat Masei) 

(1) These were the marches of the Israelites who started out from 
the land of Egypt, troop by troop, in the charge of Moses and Aa-
ron. (2) Moses recorded the starting points of their various 
marches as directed by the Lord. Their marches, by starting 
points, were as follows: 

I I .  SO, WHAT WAS GIVEN AT HAR SINAI? 

 )תישארב תשרפ( ׳ה קרפ תישארב רפס .ו
ֹדלְוֹתּ רפֶסֵ֔ הזֶ֣ )א( ֹרבְּ םוֹי֗בְּ םדָ֑אָ ת֖  םדָ֔אָ ם֙יקִֹלאֱ א֤
 ׃וֹתֹֽא השָׂ֥עָ םיקִֹ֖לאֱ תוּמ֥דְבִּ

 6. Genesis 5 (Parashat Bereishit) 

(1) This is the book of Adam’s line.—When God created human-
kind, it was made in the likeness of God. 

 ב״כ אקסיפ ׳ה קרפ הבר תומש .ז
 םעָלָ התָֹערֵהֲ המָּלָ רמַאֹיּוַ ׳ה לאֶ השֶׁמ בשָׁיָּוַ״
 ,אוּה ךְוּרבָּ שׁוֹדקָּהַ ינֵפְלִ רמַאָ ךְכָּ אלָּאֶ ... ״,הזֶּהַ
 יתִיאִרָוְ וֹב יתִארָקָוְ תישִׁארֵבְּ רפֶסֵ יתִּלְטַנָ
 ןידִּהַ תדַּמִ ,וּנוֹדּנִ ךְאַיהֵ לוּבּמַּהַ רוֹדּ לשֶׁ ןהֶישֵׂעֲמַ
 ךְאַיהֵ םייִּמִוֹדסְ לשֶׁוְ הגָלָפְהַ רוֹדּ השֵׂעֲמַוּ ,התָיְהָ
 וּשׂעָ המֶ הזֶּהַ םעָהָ .התָיְהָ ןידִּהַ תדַּמִוּ ,וּנוֹדּנִ
 ?וּרבְעָשֶׁ תוֹרוֹדּהַ לכָּמִ וּדבְּעְתַּשְׁנִּשֶׁ

 7. Exodus Rabbah 5, 22 

“And Moses went back to God and said: ‘why have you dealt 
harshly with this people?’” (Ex. 5:22) … This is what he said to the 
Holy One, blessed be He: “I took the Book of Genesis and read 
it, and I saw the actions of the generation of the Flood and how 
they were judged – this was the Attribute of Justice; and the ac-
tions of the generation of the Dispersion, and of the people of 
Sodom and how they were judged – this was the Attribute of Jus-
tice. But this nation – what have they done, that they have been 
enslaved and punished more harshly than all the previous genera-
tions? … 

 ח״י אקסיפ םש .ח
 לעַ הדָֹבעֲהָ דבַּכְתִּ ... רמֹאלֵ םיקִעֲצֹ םהֵ ןכֵּ לעַ״
 וּיהָשֶׁ תוֹלּגִמְ םדָיָבְ וּיהָשֶׁ דמֵּלַמְ – ״םישִׁנָאֲהָ
 שׁוֹדקָּהַשֶׁ רמַוֹל ,תבָּשַׁלְ תבָּשַּׁמִ םהֶבָּ ןיעִשְׁעְתַּשְׁמִ
 רמַאָ ,תבָּשַׁבְּ ןיחִנָ וּיהָשֶׁ יפִלְ .ןלָאֲוֹגּ אוּה ךְוּרבָּ
 וּשׂעֲיַוְ םישִׁנָאֲהָ לעַ הדָוֹבעֲהָ דבַּכְתִּ״ ,הֹערְפַּ ןהֶלָ
 וּהיְ לאַוְ ןיעִשְׁעַתַּשְׁמִ וּהיְ לאַ ,״׳וגו וּעשְׁיִ לאַוְ הּבָ
 .תבָּשַּׁהַ םוֹיבְּ ןישִׁיפִנְ

 8. Ibid, 18 

“Therefore they cry, saying … Let heavier work be imposed upon 
the men” [Ex. 5:8–9] – this teaches that they had scrolls in their 
possession in which they would delight every Shabbat, that said 
that the Holy One blessed be He will deliver them. Because they 
rested on Shabbat, Pharaoh said to them: ‘“Let heavier work be 
imposed upon the men, and they will labor in it; and let them not 
regard [yishu]…” – let them not delight [mishtaashin], and let 
them not rest on the Shabbat day.’ 

  



I I I .  HOW MUCH “EDITORIAL LICENSE” DID MOSHE HAVE? 

 ׳ט אקסיפ ז״מ קרפ םש .ט
 תרֵשָּׁהַ יכֵאֲלְמַ וּליחִתְהִ ,ךָלְ בתָכְּ ,רחֵאַ רבָדָּ
 תוּשׁרְ ןתֵוֹנ התָּאַ אוּה ךְוּרבָּ שׁוֹדקָּהַ ינֵפְלִ םירִמְוֹא
 רמַאֹיּשֶׁ ,שׁקֵּבַמְ אוּהשֶּׁ המַ בֹתּכְיִּשֶׁ השֶׁמלְ
 אוּה ינִאֲ ,הרָוֹתּהַ תאֶ םכֶלָ יתִּתַנָ ינִאֲ לאֵרָשְׂיִלְ
 ךְוּרבָּ שׁוֹדקָּהַ םהֶלָ רמַאָ .םכֶלָ יתִּתַנָוְ יתִּבְתַכָּשֶׁ
 ,הזֶּהַ רבָדָּהַ תאֶ השֶׂוֹע השֶׁמּשֶׁ םוֹלשָׁוְ סחַ אוּה
 :)ז ,בי רבדמב( רמַאֱנֶּשֶׁ ,אוּה ןמָאֱנֶ השֶׂוֹע וּלּפִאֲוַ
 .אוּה ןמָאֱנֶ יתִיבֵּ לכָבְּ השֶׁמ ידִּבְעַ ןכֵ אֹל

 9. Ibid., 47, 9 

Another matter, “write for yourself” – the ministering angels be-
gan saying before the Holy One blessed be He: ‘Are You giving 
Moses license to write whatever he wishes, such that he will say to 
Israel: I gave you the Torah; it is I who wrote and gave it to you?’ 
The Holy One blessed be He said to them: ‘Heaven forfend that 
Moses would do such a thing. And even if he were to do so, he is 
trustworthy,’ as it is stated: “Not so My servant Moses, in all My 
house he is trustworthy” (Numbers 12:7). 

 ב״ל ,ד״ל תומש ,הרותה לע ינוקזח שוריפ .י
 ... ״׃ינָיסִ רהַ֥בְּ וֹתּ֖אִ ׳ה רבֶּדִּ רשֶׁ֨אֲ־לכָּ ת֩אֵ םוֵּ֕צַיְוַ״
 השמ היהש יפלש הנתנ הלגמ הרותה לבא
 תחא לכ בתוכ היה ה״בקה יפמ תוצמה עמוש
 ןמ רטפיל אבשכו ,המצעל התלגמב תחאו
 דע תוישרפה וב עבקו הרות רפס רדיס םלועה
 ומכ םהל ןייוארה ןיכומסה יפל הזה םויה
 .וניתובר ושרדש

 10. Ḥizkuni, Exodus 34:32 

“And he instructed them concerning all that the Lord had im-
parted to him on Mount Sinai.”  … but the Torah was given in 
pieces, for as Moshe would hear the commandments from the 
Holy One, blessed be He, he would write each one of them on a 
separate scroll. When his time came to leave this world, he orga-
nized the Book of the Torah and set the units in it, too this day, in 
accordance with the proper juxtapositions of them, as our Sages 
have taught. 

 )ךתלעהב תשרפ( ב״י קרפ רבדמב רפס .1אי
־לעַ רשֶׁ֖אֲ םדָ֔אָהָֽ ל֙כֹּמִ דאֹ֑מְ ו֣נָעָ השֶֹׁ֖מ שׁיאִ֥הָוְ )ג(
 ׃המָֽדָאֲהָ ינֵ֥פְּ

 11a. Numbers 12 (Parashat Beha‘alotekha) 

(3) Now Moses himself was very humble, more so than any other 
human being on earth. 

 ג״כש ׳מע ׳א קלח החיש ךרד .6אי
 בתכ )ט״כ ,ד״ל( שודקה םייחה רואב :הלאש
 וידה רויש י“ע ושענ דוהה ינרקש שרדממ
 אל הונע בורמ השמ יכ הנווכהו ,ושאר לע ןתנש
 ,ויד ראשנ ןכלו ,ד“וי םע וינע השמ שיאהו בתכ
 תוא לכ ירה ,הצריש ךיא בתכ יכו אלפ הזו
 ?האובנב התיה

 11b. Derekh Siḥah, Vol. I p. 323 

Question: In Or ha-Ḥayyim (Ex. 34:29) he cites from the midrash 
that the rays of light were made from the remaining ink that was 
placed on his head, and the intent is to stress that Moshe was so 
humble that he did not wish to write the word anav with a yud, 
thus there was ink leftover, and this is astounding because if he 
could write what he wanted, how can every letter be through 
prophecy? 

 שיר( םירוטה לעב בתכ הזב אצויכ :הבושת
 השמ הצר יכ ,אריעז ףלא בותכש )ארקיו רפס
 ,ף״לא םע בותכ ה״בקה ול רמא ,״רקיו״ בותכל
 אל הזש הארנכו .אריעזב התוא בתכ מ“מ לבא
 .בותכל ךיא ול רסמנ

 Answer: Similar to this the Ba‘al ha-Ṭurim (Lev. 1:1) that the alef 
is written small because Moshe wanted to write vayakar, “and he 
appeared,” but God said to write it with an alef but he wrote it 
with a small alef. It thus seems that he was not told how to write 
things. 



IV.  WHAT ABOUT THE FUTURE? 

 )הכרבה תאזו תשרפ( ד״ל קרפ םירבד רפס .בי
ֹר וֹב֔נְ רהַ֣־לאֶ ב֙אָוֹמ תבֹ֤רְעַמֵ השֶֹׁ֜מ לעַיַּ֨וַ )א(  שׁא֚
־לכׇּ־תאֶ ׳ה וּהאֵ֨רְיַּוַ וֹח֑רֵיְ ינֵ֣פְּ־לעַ רשֶׁ֖אֲ הגָּ֔סְפִּהַ
 השֶֹׁ֧מ םשָׁ֜ תמׇיָּ֨וַ )ה( ... ׃ןדָּֽ־דעַ דעָ֖לְגִּהַ־תאֶ ץרֶאָ֛הָ
 ׃׳ה יפִּ֥־לעַ באָ֖וֹמ ץרֶאֶ֥בְּ ׳ה־דבֶעֶ

 12. Deut. 34 (Parashat ve-Zot ha-Berakhah) 

(1) Moses went up from the steppes of Moab to Mount Nebo, to 
the summit of Pisgah, opposite Jericho, and the Lord showed him 
the whole land: Gilead as far as Dan; … (5) So Moses the servant of 
the Lord died there, in the land of Moab, at the command of the 
Lord. 

 .ו״ט ףד ארתב אבב תכסמ ילבב דומלת .גי
 םיקִוּספְּ הנָוֹמשְׁוּ וֹרפְסִ בתַכָּ עַשֻׁוֹהיְ :רמָ רמַאָ
 םיקִוּספְּ הנָוֹמשְׁ :רמַאָדְּ ןאמַכְּ איָנְתַּ .הרָוֹתּבַּשֶׁ
 השֶֹׁמ םשָׁ תמׇיָּוַ״ איָנְתַדְּ .ןבָתָכְּ עַשֻׁוֹהיְ הרָוֹתּבַּשֶׁ
 םשָׁ תמׇיָּוַ״ :בתַכָוְ ,תמֵ השֶֹׁמ רשָׁפְאֶ – ״׳ה דבֶעֶ
 ךְלָיאֵוְ ןאכָּמִ ,השֶֹׁמ בתַכָּ ןאכָּ דעַ אלָּאֶ !?״השֶֹׁמ
 יבִּרַ הּלַ ירִמְאָוְ ,הדָוּהיְ יבִּרַ ירֵבְדִּ ;עַשֻׁוֹהיְ בתַכָּ
 .היָמְחֶנְ

 13. Bava Batra 15a 

The Master said that Joshua wrote his own book and eight verses 
of the Torah. This is in accordance with the one who says that it 
was Joshua who wrote the last eight verses in the Torah, as it is 
taught: “And Moses the servant of the Lord died there”; is it possi-
ble that after Moses died, he himself wrote “And Moses died 
there”? Rather, Moses wrote the entire Torah until this point, and 
Joshua wrote from this point forward; this is the statement of 
Rabbi Yehuda. And some say that Rabbi Neḥemya stated this 
opinion.  

 ׳א ד״ל םירבד הרותה לע ארזע ןבא .די
 בתכ קוספה הזמ יכ יתעד יפל ״.השמ לעיו״
 ךרדבו .בתכ אל השמ הלעש רחא יכ עשוהי
 .ובתכ האובנ

 14. Ibn Ezra, Deut. 34:1 

“Moses went up.” I believe that from this verse on Joshua wrote, 
because once Moshe ascended, he wrote nothing further. It was 
written through prophecy. 

 )םירבד תשרפ( ׳א קרפ םירבד רפס .1וט
־לכָּ־לאֶ ה֙שֶֹׁמ רבֶּדִּ רשֶׁ֨אֲ םירִ֗בָדְּהַ הלֶּאֵ )א(
 ףוּס֜ לוֹמ֨ ה֩בָרָעֲבָּ רבָּ֡דְמִּבַּ ן֑דֵּרְיַּהַ רבֶ֖עֵבְּ לאֵ֔רָשְׂיִ
ֹתּ־ןיבֵוּ ןרָאפָּ־ןיבֵּֽ ֹרצֵחֲוַ ןבָ֥לָוְ לפֶ֛  ׃בהָזָ ידִ֥וְ ת֖

 15a. Deut. 1 (Parashat Devarim) 

(1) These are the words that Moses addressed to all Israel on the 
other side of the Jordan.—Through the wilder-ness, in the 
Arabah near Suph, between Paran and Tophel, Laban, Hazeroth, 
and Di-zahab, 



 ב קוספ םש הרותה לע ארזע ןבא .6וט
 ״,השמ בותכיו״ םג רשע םינשה דוס ןיבת םאו
 הנהו״ םג ״הארי ׳ה רהב״ ״,ץראב זא ינענכהו״
 :תמאה ריכת ״לזרב שרע ושרע
 

 15b. Ibn Ezra, ibid., v. 2 

And if you understand the secret of the twelve you will also [un-
derstand] “That day, Moses wrote down this poem and taught it 
to the Israelites.” (Deut. 31:22) “Abram passed through the land as 
far as the site of Shechem, at the terebinth of Moreh. That was 
when the Canaanites were in the land.” (Gen. 12:6) “And Abraham 
named that site Ado-nai-yireh, hence the present saying, “On the 
mount of the Lord there is vision.”” (Gen. 22:14) and “Only King 
Og of Bashan was left of the remaining Rephaim. His bedstead, an 
iron bedstead, is now in Rabbah of the Ammonites; it is nine cu-
bits long and four cubits wide, by the standard cubit!” (Deut. 3:11) 
– you will perceive the truth. 

 )יעסמ תשרפ( ג״ל קרפ רבדמב רפס .זט
ֹיצְעֶבְּ וּנ֖חֲיַּוַֽ הנָֹ֑רבְעַמֵֽ וּע֖סְיִּוַ )הל(  ׃רבֶגָּֽ ן֥

 16. Number 33 (Parashat Masei) 

(35) They set out from Abronah and encamped at Ezion-geber. 

 ׳ח קרפ ׳ב םימיה ירבד רפס .זי
ֹמֹלשְׁ ךְלַ֨הָ ז֩אָ  תפַ֥שְׂ־לעַ תוֹל֛יאֵ־לאֶוְ רבֶגֶּ֧־ןוֹיֽצְעֶלְ ה֜
 ׃םוֹדֽאֱ ץרֶאֶ֥בְּ םיָּ֖הַ

 17. II Chronicles 8 

At that time Solomon went to Ezion-geber and to Eloth on the 
seacoast of the land of Edom. 

 R. Yehudah ha–Ḥasid to Deut. 2:8 .18  ׳ח ׳ב םירבדל דיסחה הדוהי ברה שוריפ .1חי

 
This did not happen during the days of Moshe, for it all happened before there was a king in Israel (Gen. 36:31), 
that is, before Saul. But in the days of Shlomo this had already happened. Therefore it (i.e., Gen. 36:39) was written 
into the Torah in the days of the Great Assembly, so that you will not wonder how Etzion Gever came to belong to 
Edom, as is written in Chronicles. 

 )חלשיו תשרפ( ו״ל קרפ תישארב רפס .6חי
ֹלמְיִּוַ ֒רוֹבּכְעַ־ןבֶּ ןנָ֣חָ לעַבַּ֣ ת֮מׇיָּ֘וַ )טל(  רדַ֔הֲ ו֙יתָּחְתַּ ךְ֤
 דרֵ֔טְמַ־תבַּ ל֙אֵבְטַיהֵֽמְ וֹתּ֤שְׁאִ םשֵׁ֨וְ וּעפָּ֑ וֹר֖יעִ םשֵׁ֥וְ
 ׃בהָֽזָ ימֵ֥ תבַּ֖

 18b. Genesis 36 (Parashat Vayishlaḥ) 

(39) And when Baal-hanan son of Achbor died, Hadar succeeded 
him as king; the name of his city was Pau, and his wife’s name was 
Mehetabel daughter of Matred daughter of Me-zahab. 



 )תקח תשרפ( א״כ קרפ רבדמב רפס .טי
ֹזּהַ הרָ֖ישִּׁהַ־תאֶ לאֵ֔רָשְׂיִ רישִׁ֣יָ זאָ֚ )זי(  ראֵ֖בְ ילִ֥עֲ תא֑
 יבֵ֣ידִנְ הָ֙וּר֙כָּ םירִ֗שָׂ הָוּר֣פָחֲ ראֵ֞בְּ )חי( ׃הּלָֽ־וּנעֱ
 ׃הנָֽתָּמַ רבָּ֖דְמִּמִוּ םתָֹ֑נעֲשְׁמִבְּ קקֵֹ֖חמְבִּ םעָ֔הָ

 19. Numbers 21 (Parashat Ḥukkat) 

(17) Then Israel sang this song: Spring up, O well—sing to it— 
(18) The well which the chieftains dug, which the nobles of the 
people started with maces, with their own staffs. And from Midbar 
to Mattanah, 

 R. Yehudah ha–Ḥasid to Num. 21:17 .20  ז״י א״כ רבדמבל דיסחה הדוהי ברה שוריפ .כ

 
my father and teacher explained this as a reference to the Great Hallel which followed their deliverance from Siḥon 
and Og, and the crossing of Wadi Arnon. Then this song [i.e., psalm 136] was created, and it was [originally] written 
in the Torah, until David came and removed Moshe’s psalm, and included it in Tehillim. 

21. Dr. Haym Soloveitchik, “Two Notes on the Commentary on the Torah of R. Yehudah he-Hasid” 

One tanna had stated, simply and with no ado, that the last eight verses were of Divine origin but not of Mosaic 
authorship, and R. Yehudah he-Hasid added that there were several more verses that were not penned by Moses. 
Was such a position seen as being thoroughly mistaken? Most probably. Was it viewed as odd and non-conformist? 
Undoubtedly; though hardly more eccentric than R. Yehudah’s view that King David, to flesh out his book of 
Psalms, lifted from the text of the “original” Pentateuch many anonymous “psalms” that Moses had penned! Were 
these strange and misguided views, however, perceived as being in any way heretical or even dangerous? At that time 
and place, certainly not. They contained no concession to the surrounding culture, opened no Pandora’s Box of 
questions. Indeed, one can take the religious temperature of R. Yehudah he-Hasid’s explanation by the matter of 
fact way European medieval commentators (rishonim) treated the passages in Menahot and Bava Batra where the 
tannaitic dictum of Joshua’s authorship is brought. In their world, these words did not abut any slippery slope of a 
“documentary hypothesis” or of “Jewish forgery”. No need, therefore, to reinterpret this passage or to forfend any 
untoward implications. What concerned R. Yehudah he-Hasid’s contemporaries, the Tosafists, in this statement 
were its practical halakhic implications for the Sabbath Torah readings, not its theological or dogmatic ones, for to 
them, as to R. Yehudah, there were none. 

   
 


